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CECI ET CELA

In rosponse to the coaxing of friends and the jecers of cncmies, I've gotton more
oquipment and taken semewhat nore ;ains, in an eoffort to improve the aj;carancc of
ny publications. Howevor, notice is scrvod on onc and all that I have no intention
of imitatings the ";ift books" of the laat century. They were Leautifully pjrinted
on hirh-quality yarer, often with a fancy “order on cach 1a7e, and bound in exjen-
sive leather and stamped in gold in ola“orate ornancntation. The contents stank,
but that didn't bother anyhbody, hecause they weren't intended to e road; they were
Just to be yut on whatnot tablcs and adrired.

vho needs a mimeooraf? If I go over-
scag, I don't think it'll »e advisahlo to try to take my mimeo with me., vhat I'd
like to do is zive it so somechody for the duration, in return for mimeoing stencils
that I mail back — I'll pay for tho paper., The machine is & very sim.le one, cost
only twonty or thirty dollars, and lacks such conveniences as automatic counter and
raper feed, ™ut it will produce perfectly good work. Any takers?

5 My plans are still
ur in tho air--no dofinite word from the foreisn agencies—and I'm getting bloody
tired of the uncertainty. But I zucss that's war. I'n: at present at 3633 Jenifer,
Washin~ston 15 DC. --Jack Speer
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REMARKS ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH MAILING

Gee, what happened this time? Only one post-Mailing has shown up 80 far, 0
. I can't S
comment on Rahuun Te-Ka. Haven't recovered from the shock of seeing it end....
Yerke is more interesting in Qwerkian than in Bronsonie, in this ish of Fan-Notes.
... Wudgy Teles is hyper again, perticularly that hyper story "The Jovial Joviang".
Swisher will of course note Gergen's "proposed fanzine", Excruciating Tales....
Presenting Ronald Qlyég: I can testify to the authenticity of the pic. But what's
in that bottle--acid fixer or spiritus frumenti?... Ye Olde Science Fiction Fanny
ign't good clean fug... In We Just Had to Do It, it seems to have been the in-
tention to indent if, reverse and keep the right-hand mgrgin straight. They should
have done a more perfect (okay, purists, dore nearly perfect) job of it. Some good
cracks in this issue, but a lot of it ig just telk-talk.... Ach. In the current
Guteto, Morojo has made that surprisingly common mistake of confusing Slan Shaeck
and Slan Center. Look, people and slans: Slan Shack exists. I'm gonna be standing
within its'&kmtals this week-end. But Slan Center is something else, and it does mis c
not exist at present. The blow at Bagic English is telling. Probably the young b
Dutchman could have gotten the idea of "picycle" atross ih Basic 'if his hearee was
a 1little briter than the average Cockney of fiction, but it'd only be & half step °
above the level of sign language.... I have two copies of Have at Bee, Knaaves.
Are these occagional duplications the result of errors, or is it a way the mailing
managexr ha's of disposing of surplus copies? §DR's intelligent comments are much
enjoyed,” also the Dawnish speculations of Herrprofesaor Yerke. I seem to remember
tha t selections in Dawnish have been published before, but this is the first time
that there has bden any discussion of -it. "its humor comes from a sort of double
incongruity" , Russell says relative to surfealistic jokes. It sounds like he was
reaching toward the double-inverted humor idea, but I don't find double~inversion
strong in the surrealistic joke.... Cogmic Circle Commentator........ Fandomania
an OK 30 seconds.

Tan-Dango's ed plans & litho cover and agks for negatives where
possible. It is my impression that VoM's.fan foto covers were made from positives.
I disagree with the condemnation of editorial comments inserted in letters, but
that's an issue which doesn't seem capable of much ugeful argument. I don't think
the defense of the anti-technological painters is very convincing. Maybe if Laney
were in their place, he would protest 19th Century ‘economics rathern 20th Century
technology, but it's ohvious from the ghort-sighted action of the unioneers that
they consider technology their primery enemy. In Ashley's case, I believe if they
introduced robotaxicabs, he'd be quite willing to earn his money some other way.
And he'd be able to hire & taxi cheaper with said money, than one row can. The
objection to & literature in Esperanto seems invalid, too. The masses in the Middle
Ages were_ignorant'because,it was the policy of. their rulers temporal and spiritual
to keep them that way. But with education general, and Esperanto learnable in &
matter of months, laziness is all that'd keep international literature closed to: :
a person. Aside from buying bonds and doing the other things the Government abks'
us to do, to win the war, there is this justification for discussing the general
situation: The overwhelming necessity of winning the peace. I hafte laugh at the’
statement that few non-vitel civilian jobs are left after two years of war. America
hasn't oven begun, to get on a Total War basis, and probebly never will. "a fan
out of fandom is a fish out of water". Aren't you thinking of that imaginary being,
Joe Fann, rather than actual fans like Ackerman, Daugherty, Bridges, W#idner, Carnell,
~-yea, and Speer? A’ discussable magazine, Leney; come agein.... Seemg like it
would have been much better in Dreems of Yith to let Red ube several colors and
more than one pen-point. Even with the limitations, the illustrations add a great
deal to enjoyment of the poetry. Which reminds me that I've been looking hi and lo
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for ths rocketBook edition of thc Rubaiyat of Qmar Kheyyem, or similarly illus~’
trated (i e, a pace draving for cach stanza) book of it. Singleton had a couple,
both of which were very effoctive. ; . 1
The foruwat and generel mekeup offtmurmmuri

is lovely. iy I suggest, however, that El should have made up his mind whether
to call oach sheot @& different number or @ different page. Thero's & sort of a
likeable quirk in many of Elmer's cemments. Could it be that mental conditient
~ell us all about that, Elmer., dee it rcally insenity, or Just psychological
unfitness for military servicer. JArA Blotter: Ugh. Now it zives a Casnorcen....
Bistory of the Futurc: well, at last it's begun, anyway. Sowme of the catriecs

s~cm too brief, and some too detailed. : v
laspiration I've elrcady corusent:d 'u-on.
. = s Liy
elder brother, who has a low opinion of e-f fans (having met me, Milty, the Futur'_
riaen Ambassedore, and Ilmer), -just laughed and laughed at the "Sometimes I wender
if I'm normel" cover of delt's Jremblingg. Leughed & little longer then I 1iléd.
I say, Jalt, d» you really read all those books that you Ppick up ‘in Detroit, Ghi-

cago, and elsevherer... En Garde. "Ugh! Jan-Tod!" Haw! Le the runeg: if you

were belpg so runic as to use the single th symbol, eeems like coneistenoy would've

fordidden the spelling "p-h-o-n-e-t-i-c", since there ie a runic character for F. 7
4 : : In

my eerly years—-very early--~I used to tormeht my family with singing The Death of

Tloyd Collins, which Reymentions in The Science Fictiom Ssvant. I learned it by

sound, from a gramofone record, and the only verse 1 now remember goes: '
. I dreemed I was & prisoner,

My 1life I could not save: : *
I cried, "Ch, must I perish - vi -0
In & lonely sansro cavei" - liow don't

aslz me what & sansro cave is. I{ may've deen sandstone, but this ig the. way both
my brother and I remember it. 9L B,
Golden Atom is nice. BSome remérks: The line from °
iolonius's speech ie not only misettributed to Oscar wWilde, but also misquoted.
The correct frazing, as I remember it, is "to thine own self be true; Aod it shall
follow &s the day the night, Thou canst not then be false to eny men". ie the
Speceways letters: Martian Odyssey would not be classed as either 11,1 or 11.2,
bteceuse of the note after 1ll. straight that that classification (including. all
sub-classes; of course) covers only stories which are about space flite. And
there'd be little reason for classing it merely 10, since 12.3 aleo includes the:
informetion that the story takes place in the future.. (It would be 12,4 in the
revised eystem.) Searles' comments on said system: The.deeimpl clegsificatien -
is not necessarily close. For example, if you don't have the book at hand &nd
don't know whether the beings in e modern mythology come from classical, orientel,
or medieval belief, you can simply leave off the lagt figure and clessify it 40.
That tolls you that it's a fantasy.. The point about non-parallelism of my major

"grouds ig intelligently made, but if you'll look at "How lAn Dimensions Xae.Time?"

in the current liopsy, you'll se that they are parallel. whether or not that meta-
physic is true, it provides & convenient model. for setting up mutuvally exclueive
classes of fantasy fiction, which can be easily recognized. To Frome's letter:

Man alone developed intelligence because man alone is a two-legged animal without
feathers. 1o be more sxplicit, he developned intelligence becsuse his anlkle allowed
him to stand woright and use hands, which would otherwise be functionless (efter he
ceme down out of the trees) for doing the thinge that intelligence can direct. Nils
hes postulated giant super-apes without a shred of direct evidence, to explain

s henomensa that ig otherwise accounted for. 1ils should have finished the guotation
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with which he winds up his letter: "... lose his own soul”. I call gll to wit-
ness that Frome thinks man can best be saved hy returning to & "norml life—on a
plane with the normel animals". Ierry's forwerding te ms ef the copy of the peti-
tion that stuck im Rochzster is acknowledged. Sorry I dldn't ged around to an-
ewering your last letter. You've doubtless progressed in shorthand now, go that
any remarks on the errors you made would de of no value.

. ' Horizong. I don't think
anything needs to be done abouf jost-mmilings. The. troudle it i it is to put one oud
seems to be sufficient control.on them, and they sre a valuable convenience at
times. I refer to individusl members’! post-mailings.. Those sent out by the edi-
tor, unaccompanied by any official material, are paid for by the members, and are
a personal favor done by the member who is incidentally Official Editor. My new-
type stencils didn't cost appreeiably more than the ratty thing I'm batting on new,
and when these are used up (the cellophanes are.already all gone) or ruined by the
climate, I am going into.a kigher bracket. I doubt the advisability of reversing
pleasure-revulsion in the scent sense, even if it could be done. Such things bave
value in survival: 3By and lurge, what smells good is good ta eat, and what smells
bad isn't hocalthful. Jhat specific foreign inflections did you objeet tor My
poliey is to use English grammer on those that have become naturalized - thus I
say "radiuses" rather than "radii" - but on words which retain a definite foreign
flavor, like Blitzkriege, I .use the native pronunciations and declensions. - .
Ugh.
Everything was wrong with the appﬂarance of that last Sestalnigg Yrogram, "correc-
tion fluid, stencile, and ink pad. It is probably necessary to cxplain that the
cover drawing is supposed to be the corner of a roem, With. a monkoy-wrench mteri-
alizing out of the wnll in apnroved vombic fashion.

And Sardonyx hae to come out
with a perfect mimeo job. Grrr. Ig the Olsen illustration to whieh you relate my
preceding cover, the one in which the guy's got cheld of semething in the 4th-d
current with the 4th-d pliers, and his fricnd is trying to keep him frem deing
pulled away? They're ceneiderably different.

o Nucleus menticns a ascmoday-t.-de
sister-in-law. Is that by you er by Lruie, tk? So Trudy has been impreescd by
the argwment from design, for the existence of God? Consider this, matce: Suppose ¥
‘it's ealculated that the chances are @ hundred to one against & eystom of natural
laws arising nut of Chaes, which will swpport intelligent life. Okay, &0 maybe
there arc 2 hundred sterile wniverses (scparated from us by the third dimension of
Time, ofcourse), and -enly one in which there's 1lifs. S§c we're in that one, matur-
ally. Just like there's a thousand-tc-one chanee agoinst the particular combina-
tion of genes that produeed you. ell, maybe not just like, but you get the idea,
I hope. Incidentally, thero was one church that wasn't against scicntifie advances.
Wasn't exactly a church, but it later gave rise to the Congregoticnnlists and she
Preib%tcrians. I disagree with your assortion, Trudy, that the Negroes' intclli-
gence is just as good as surs, and conscouently disagrec with your cntire digeus-
sion of this subject. My reasone are set forth in the roply %o an article by Aek-
erman, b6th of which were to appecar in Nova, but Ashley decided 1t was Best not
to publish in viow of the present racial tensencss.

Satyric. A onc-shoct activity

credential.

Fantasy Amcteur. Iy memery's & little haay, but I guess the "Evane"
ligted in the election returns is Bill rathern E Everett. I wonder if tho offi-
cial editers would mind putting the conteants of the ballot in the Junc FA cack year,
80 we'd have a permancnt record of it? For onc thing, it would e uwseful in not-
ing which votes are write-ing and which are for candidates who filad for offioo.

(the rest of this should be found on page §
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QUOTEWORTHY QUOTES
nGairns: When you ask-if phifosophy can have any fruitful development beyond con-
versation, I assume you mean that in philosophy we cannot bring our ideas to con-
clusive tests as by the experimental method. ithen we, get beyond the range of the
exact sciences, conversation is our most powerful weapon of enalysis. Our. educa-
tional system, however, emphasizes facts and neglects almost entirely one of the
most velusble heritages the Grecks passed on td us—-conversation. :
o ] : "Van Doren: I wes
pssuming” that philosophy at its best is conversation at its best.
! : "Pate: I doubt
that teducation' can create the art of conversation, which depends upon the kind
of social life we have. In the great periods of history the arts and sciences have
been available to men in their social intercourse."
Invitation to Learning, Intro-
duction. Remark that in. our individual publications we are virtually conversing.
— b4 » 4

/f////hA,Museum Is & Collettion of Labels, I1lustrated by Specimens.”

- --Legend on & shed full of exhibits in the Chisos Mounteins, NaGeolag
L J it 3 %
JFor logical pyrposes, an Individusl Object is one that we propose to regard at

once as recognizable o» identifiable throughout some process of investigation. . .
A11 this involves an attitude of will which pur sense-experience can illustrate and
more or less sustain, but cen never prove to be necessary". "Apart from some
clagsifying will, our world contains no classes." --Royce, Principles of Logic

MiThis set of objects,' he argued, 'may be defined as, 'certain possible modes of
action' that are open to any rational being who can act at all, and who cen also

‘reflect upon hig own modes of possible action.' These objects constitute a dense

sories, so that between eny two*euch acts there is & definable and unique third
act.” : 0 --Townsend

1411 good art--at least all good literary art--has a thesis. Its thesis is that
1ife ig larger than life--that life as portrayed by the creative imegination is

more intense, more varied, more purposeful or» purposeless, moreé tragic or comic,
more crowded with moral decisions, than is the life we have been leading day by
day." : --Cowley, Humanising Society

SHoe ftruth has a meaning, & value, only because it's outside of us. It's something
outside that's real and valid, that we can reckon against." ~-iffe Print the Truth

nAt one time I went through a short season of detective mystetries but I found that

, they strained hy credulity and so I returned to fantasies." --Fhil Stong

"ih, yes, I wrote the 'Purple Cow!——
I'n sorry, now, I wrotc it!
But I can Tell you, anyhow, .
I'11 Kill you if you Quote ey L
--Gclett Buraess
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OLL CGUARE  AND  NEW RECRUITS
I wanted to get this in our Sixth Anniversary Mailing, but hadn't space for it.
By the way, Al, I think you're on unsteady ground in saying that the FAPA is the
oldest existing fan organization.
vhat I wanted to put in this article was the names
of those who were members one September that weren't members the preceding Septem-
ber, but couldn't get membership lists for every September because it wasn't cus-
tomary in the early days of the FAPA to put the membership list in every issue of
the FA, and then the Interregnum messed up one’ year very badly, but I've taken the

nearest list I could find for each year.

Those who are still members of the FAPA
and were members in December 37--the Second Mailing--are: Ted Carnell, Heck Ebnig,
Doc Lowndes,; John Michel, J Michael Rosenblum, F Speer, and Rad Wollheim.

’ ; Memberg of
Juap 43 who joined between 1937 and Sept 38 are: Ackerman, larry Starfasci, Rus-
sell”Hodgkins, Welly lMarconette, Morojo, Rothman, and Doc Swisher.
» ' The next year
brot the great barbarian invagion of fandom, It also brot the Interregznum fo the
FAPA, and so I had to look in the March 40 FA for & membership list for that year,
Additions thet are still with us include: Edgar Allan Martin, Blucr Perdue, Bob
Tucker, and Harry darner.
By the.next September the changes included Russell Chau-
venet, Paul Freehafer, Trudy Kuslan, Pogo, and Art Widner.
The next year was & pros-
perous one. We got Lynn Bridges. Phil Bronson. Wwalt Daugherty, Everett Evans, &J
Fortier, Bill Groveman, Fred Hurter, Harry Jenkins, Bob. Jones, Deeby Thompson, and
Strictly From Unger, as well as others who've now passed behind the curtain. That
wae 1941.

Scpt 42 showed ug contlnulng to slough off veterans and acquiring a new
bunch of fans. ' Accossions vho stuyed with us were.the Ashleys,-RBefoanor, Johw
Cunningham, Bill Evans, John L Gergen, Walt Liebscher, Len Moffatt, S Davenport
Russell, Suddsy Schwartz, Larry Shaw, Paul Spencer, Norm Stanley, and Sam ‘Youd,

There
wvero wacancics‘fer oaly throc zéwv memhers up to Junn this year.  Dmc tn the srror
ebout “Berdue, four.werecadmitbed: ..BiBovard, Thomas X Daniel, Bill Detitsch, and
Fran Laney. - . ‘ seh " d

Yngvi ig & louse is & louse is & lougse Yngvl is g léuse louse louse louse louse

While we're in a statistical mood: I've noticed that the ages of fans seem to bunch
eround certain figures. There are a lot of the guys, past and present, that are 27
or 28 now: Aickerman, Sykora, Brazier, Daugherty, Lowndes, Frogchafer, ct "al. .
: " ©Prob-
ably the biggest batch is within & year of my age, one way or the other: Speer, Wilson,
Gilbert, Rothman, Chauvenet, .Fohl, ..Jcustér, :LKuslan, and probably numerous oth-
ers that I don't know about ‘definitely. : ~
About three years below those comes another
mode, around 20:  Warner, Jenkins, Fortier, and others of about the same age.

' Below
that it begins to fuzz up badly. There seems to be & minor mode aged around 16--that
would include Suddsy, Watson, end numerous Britons--but you have & lot of fans in
between, too, wherecas between the top three nodee there'are very few.

Quick, some-:
body! Find out if the cosmic rays were especxally strong in 1916, 1920, and 1923!

Fantasites a fouty rag fouty rag fouty rag Fentusites & fouty rag Fout on Fentasite




CHALLENGE
In fiting the Great SieSirnery Duel, first with Dick Wilson and now with Harry
Warner, I found and stili find myself accumilating new letterheads, envelopes,
stickers, etc, faster than I,fire them away. Perhaps the same is true of my op-
ponent. @ ‘ ; ; B
At any rate, I feel able to take on & second opponent. You know the rules:
a new letterhead (and other things, where convenient) to be used in each letter
which repliés‘to,one of mine; no laetterheads or stationery to be bet merely for
the purpoee. of dueling; stationery of a different color to count as different, but
not a mere difference in texture. 0, SHRLY ' '
Wanne fite?

Five nonillion two hundred thirtj~five~septil;ioq two hundred thirty-six

REMARKS ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH MAILING continued;

Reply to Suddsy: Yaeh, more people would have to learn Egperanto then English for
an international langusge--but:I'd rather learn a simple tengue like Espersnto three
times than one like English once. Technically Bwisher is rite: the last SP is
Exhibit A to prove that mimeoing doeen't ensure legibility. But-ya gotta admit
that the chances are & lot better, and that the Check-List has been hard to resd
sometimes. Often you mite catch me on something like that "how many were the mem-
bers who fearedi", but this time, several:had expressed concern on that head, and
it geemed a just assumption that there were others who felt the same way that I
hadn't heard say so. Eah! ‘The Check-Lister himself made B misteke, and called
the Science Fiction Savant the Scientifiction Savant... Yhoe, I agrees that Coven-
try would be & bad thing if-used too muchf but if it's restricted to crimes for
which we'd ordinarily give a long prisen sentence or death, it ghould e all right.
I doubt the advisability of sending Gonscientious Objectors there. I refuse to
grant your definition of hate. I thipk the conditish of hate can be determined bi-
ologically, being a condition of the glands end the 'set of the whole organism, whieh
may or may. not be accompanied by logical beliefs. Haven't you ever gotten mad all
over at someone's bland stupidity? You misinterpreted my Pohl-Perri query. They
nad several times been reported about to marry, and then later Dick said their
parents had blocked it. When the Ivory Tower broke up, we heard egain that they
were redlly going to marry this time, but I don't remember geeing any definite
report of it. And at the time I made that remark, I didn't knew that they'd gotten
divorced, if that's what you were protesting about. A Speaking of Pictures fea-
ture in Life one’'time was a.composite fotograf of & "curve" ball in flite, and by
golly it didn't curve. - Your emotionel amoeba is on & somewhat different schems
from mine, iIn that you've placed some forces inside the circle, acting against those
pressing from outside, This division into two sets of drives is pretty sharp, I
see, but seems like ‘there are two--curiosity ‘and lust--that may be mixed tegether
in some motivations. You don't believe perverseness is a separate instinct? Poe
makes a very strong case for.it in The Imp of the Perverse. War is better than
doing nothing? “ But who said weld be doing nothing if we weren't warring? I guess
I'd say combativeness is "finding pleasure in fiting", whether it's forced on us or
.we origimngte it. Ugh. I think I know the encyclopedic dictionary you speak of,
It hed all the feults ageinst which I inveighed: Information scattered thru half a
dozen different sections, and.-you don't know whether to look in the general dic-
tionary or one of the special sections to find out what "consumption™" is, for ex-
ample, and & lot of miscellancous if interesting informatien in hily unavailable
form, Fie, Art, for requiring so mich comment, ‘I'l1l have to.continue to page 12



REJECTED —- NFFFANNUAL

Pe speak truth, this is understood to heve been accepted and stenciled, and then
the stencile lost in the mail; anyway, it won't appear in the publication to which
it was submitted. The original draft was checked by Ackerman, Rothman, and ioll-
heim, and some of their suggestions and demends have been incorporated in it in
its final form.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF FANDOM, c.193441941

The first fan correspondence grew largely out of letters published in the profes-
sional science-fiction magazines. When two or more such fans B
lived in the same locality, they looked each other up end THE FIRST FANDOM
formed locel clubs which spawned further fan ectivities. Thus
advanced fendom arose first in the large population centers--New York, Los Angeles,
Philadelphia, London, and Chicago, '
Two early New York fanzines combining resulted in
Fentasy Megazine, the leading publication of the First Fandom, whose staff included

Julius Schwartz, RAPalmer, Mort #eisinger, and Ackerman. In addi-
First fean tion to this were lesser publications, chiefly club organs, of which
magazines the most important was the International Observer of the Interna-

tional Scientific Association. These early fanzines featured mate-
rial pertaining to the professional magazines and authors, with some science dis-
cussions and news of club happenings. '

A long period of strife between the New York

Branch of the ISA (whose membership includgd Sykora, wWollheim, and Pohl), and ion-

der Stories, on such issues &s its nonpayment of authors and rivalry

The First with its Science Fiction Leaguec, ended only with the death of
Convention Gernsback-Hornig Wonder Stories in 1936. Later that year, a visit

of the NYB-ISA to the Philadelphia Society was the first s-f convention.

At the Second Eastern States S-F Convention, held in New York ecarly in 1937 under
ISA auspices, @& handshake between Wollheim and Schwartz ended
: the'warfare of their groups. Fantasy Magazine TRANSITION

Second had already hit the skids. The necessary in-
Convention flux of new fans to fandom was greatly reduced by the fall of Wonder

to Thrilling Wonder and the deadness of Astounding and Amazing under
the last days of Tremaine and Sloane, and a printed fenzine was financially imprac-

ticable. Morris Dollens' S§-F Collector (continued by Baltadonis
Fanzines when Dollens retired) was a leader in bringing the hektographed fan-
matate zine into popularity; a few were still mimeographed or printed at e

loss. The contents showed a drift away from discussion of profes-
sional science-fiction. Much very sorry fan science fiction was published, and
more articles on collecting and other fan activities.

The ISA was blasted by the

resignation of President Sykora accompanied by an open letter declaring the society

had neglected the scientific side of its dual scicatifics
Fundom falls scientifictional nature, and condemning fan activities alone as fu-
upon evil days tile. The only remaining active officer, wWollheim, decided it was

best to dissolve the club, and with the backing of the NY Branch did
so. In the ensuing vacuum various earlier and new fan clubs tried to take the
ISA's place in the primacy, Bloomer-VanHouten's S-F Advancement Association, Kyle's
Phantasy lLegion, Dollens-Kirby's Fantasy Fiction League, entirely without success.
The Science-Fiction Association alone, with headquarters in Great Britain, throve
in this time. Only local groups held up at gll, and the first state club, the Ok-
lahoma Stf Association, went the way of many other organizations before and after,
becoming no more than its official organ.
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Shortly before the Third Convention, Wollheim and Michel began organizing the Fan-
tasy Amateur Press Association. Members were to publish fan-
zines at their own expense and send them to the Officiel Edi- THE SECOND FANDOM

tor, who would quarterly mail out a bundle to each member
v with a copy of cach FPAPAzine that had been sent in. The FAPA dif-
The FAPA fered from otzner .Pis in a membership limit of fifty, which was slow

in being.filled because many fans didn't understand the FAPA idea.
Once going, the FAPA mailings were an invaluable medium for exchange of personal
opinions, tho packed for awhile with political propagenda, including some pieces
not published by the fans.
This was a result of the Michelist movement, launched at
the Third Zastern S-F Convention in Philadelphia in October; 1937. The ideological
decade was reaching its height and individual fang were far from unaffected.
Michel, Pohl, Wollheim, and finally Lowndes were converted to the Communist move-

ment, while such fans as Rothman, Speer, and Ackerman had social-

Third istic tendencies. A speech written by Michel was read to the Con-
Convention; vention by #ollheim, arguing that Gernsback's idea had been that
Michelism scientifiction should makec scientists of its readers, but instead

it had .ade idealistic dreamers; and that the only justification for
s-f's continued exist-ouce was for it and its followers to enter the progressive
movement, for a better political and economic order for the future. A resolution
along these lines wus defeated. After the Convention they continved their cam-
paign, but never overcame the opposition to the introduction of politics into s-f,
and particularly Communism. Tho they denied it, and accepted Ackerman and Rothman
as Michclists, there was nothing in the activities of the Committee for the Politi-
cul Advancement of Science-Fiction, staffed with New York fans who were members of
the Young Communist League, to contradict the belief that Michelism was an unoffi-
cial Communist Front movement.
While the political was the most obvious, fan inter-
ests also oxpanded in many other directions. Atheism was hotly debated in Los
Angeles' fangine Imagination!, sex in science-fiction reappeared
New interests as an issue, and the IPO polls gethered date and opinion on & wide
range of subjects. The new broadness of fan interest was exempli-
fied in the mock wars: the First Fandom's Great Staple War had been on the issue
of wire staples in s-f magezines; the onc originating in the Second Fandom was be-
tween the mock religion of ghughuism, whose ghod was wollheim, and the Sacred Order
of FooFoo, whose Hi Priestess was Pogo and Royal General Jack Speer.
‘ This was a time
when almost every prominent fan had several privgte feuds on his hands as well as
taking part in the general fanflict. Theso recched a peak at the
Feuds: Newark First National Fentasy Convention held by Moskowitz end Sykora (re-
Convention turned to fandom) -in Newark, June 1936 /N3: the actusl date was end
of May7. Attendance at previous coanventions had been between 20 and
50; here it went over 100, and unpreperelness for the crowd. plus strife Letween
the manegers and the Michelists, made it something ol a mews.

Thiladelpnid’dnd Speer
formed an opposition to the Wollheimists in the FAPA afler the mid-term confirme-
tion of appointed officers, but in the first annual ¢lections, by admittedly shady
electioneering, the incumbent party's slete swept cican, with only Taurasi, vhen an

independent, unopposed for Sccretary-Treasurer. Surpricingly, then,
quadrumvirate three months later the Quadrumvirs abdicated the IAPA, appuinting
quits Wiggins in their placs, .and otherwise gave vp ftheir primacy in a

fandom which was aiready changing toward other emphases. +hen the
Greater NY SFL broke up over inability to contain the two factions, the wWollheim-
iets formed the Faturien Society of NY, and were afterwards-known as Futwiians,
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with Lowndes their most active member. Many roomed in Futurian House, which from
that time on retained an identity thru many changes of neme, address, and occupants,

Meanwhile, Sykora and Moskowitz had joined with Taurasi to re-form the Queens SIL,
and on this foundation announced New Fandom, to be the 'na-
tional orgenization to sponsor the World S-F TRANSITION
New Fandom; Convention, which the NYB-ISA had assigned to
Conference a committee to be chosen by wWollheim. New Fandom was recognized by
the Philadelphia Conference that fall, whereupon fans generally
lent their support.

Harry Warner foreran a flood of new fang at the scme time that
new pro mags were making the pro s-f field more interesting, while the evener dis-
tribution of fan population brot a larger proportion of fans with native American

backgrounds, @ normalizing influence., Mimeoed fanzines reappeared
The pendulum and circulations increased, in proportion as they devoted themselves
swings back to strictly scientifictional subjects. Wilson's fansy pioneer S-F

News-Letter was roplaced by Taurasi's Fantasy News. Arguers of
politics fought & rear-guard action. Belatedly appeared Technocracy, pushed by
certain Angelenoes as a scientific ideology, but it did not get far.

S50 the First

World S-F Convention took place in July 1939, for three days, with an attendance

of some two hundred, and had speeches and good-fellowship but no
First World debates. The most dramatic’ happening was the Exclusion Act, which

Convention; stuck in the minds of attendees and non-attendeces after the good-
the X Act fellowship feeling had faded: Six Futurians were refused edmit-

tence. Tho condemnations came from all sides, the Unholy Three
maintained a silence on this matter until the Philly Conference, when Moskowitz
told his side.
The average fan now coming into working age, many sprouted things
they called cars, and beginning in the spring when the Puturian Ambassadors had
toured the Northeast, and not noticeably diminishing till after the

The Chicon, there was en unprecedented wave of visiting back and forth
perambulatory between fans some distance apart. It was also called the era of
era state organizations, the Maine Stf Association formed in the spring

being followed by the Illini Fentasy Fictioneers, led by Tucker, who

were to sponsor the next year's convention, but this trend did not go far or fast.
A

national organization was still desired. New Fandom had of necessity been a dictat-
orship before the Convention, but by the time of the Philadelphia Conference that

fall the Triumvirs were obliged to present a constitution, a huge
Philadelphia and cumbersome one, to which Speer proposed an elternative. The two
Conference were to be put up for vote of the members, but this was never doge.

A conference of Queensies and Phillies next spring made gestures but
accomplished nothing, and New Fandom disappeared. In the course of arguments at
the Philconference, & fight was elmost precipitated, and thereafter the two fac-
tions never attended the same fan gatherings.

FAPA officers' terms expired July 1
without any others legally elected to take their places. At the Conference & meth-
od was agreed on to get endorsement for those elected on & ballot of Wiggins', but
when this was done, former Secretary Taurasi failed to deliver the records and

money, till Rothman led a -personsl visit to Flushing Flats and got
The FAPA the stuff. But, Philadelphia falling into a sleep, guarterly mail-
Interregnum ings dropped behind, and new Editor Agnew didn't put out the June

1940 Meiling. So Weshingtoniens Speer, Rothman, and Perdue blitz-
krieged up and got the material and records and put out the Mailing themselves.
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Thereafter things ran smoothly and the Association was more successful than ever
before.
The queer things that happened in Europe thet fall, 1939, brot the suspen-
- sion of the SFA (after two [correction: three?-successful conventiong, the British
Interplanetary Society (just &s it was gaining recognition), and
The Waw various British pro end fanzines, but after & time new British fan-
zines reappeared, hampered by wartime restrictions and conscription
of fans, and such devices as the chain letter, which passed news along from fan to
fan, drew Anglofens closer together. #hen exchange control prohibited money leav-
ing Great Britain, Caneda, Australia, or France, swaps were worked out or American
fans contributed to the cause. The fraternity displayed in these circumstances wes
typicael of the time that followed.

The Chicago 1940 World S-F Convention around Labor Day was a 23-day love feast, an
end in itself, tho it accomplished some planning toward the
future of fandom. Bitterness became of the past, the hottest THE THIRD FANDOM
arguments thercafter being between some Ameri-
Chicon eand cans and Britishers over the questions of the war. At the last
Philco Philco that fall, the Triumvirate's proposal of a Newark Conference
that might compete with the official Denver Convention of 1941
was squelched.
Gilbert led a fan awakening in the South, and in the Dixzie Fantasy
Federation pointed the way to a rational regional organization, which the middle
easterners around Tucker and Evans took up at the Michiconference
QOrgenizations in November 1941, but the DFF shortly went the way of the OSA. 1In
regional and  February 1941 the first Boskone (Boston Conference) took over the

national; Philco's place as easterners' gathering. But & national organiza-
Michiconference tion was still desired, and the knight-iWidner suggestion of & Na-
and Boskone tional Fantasy Fan Federation met general, tho lax, approvel, and
was accordingly launched. It was given a boost at the Denvention.

This

convention was a great social success, particularly the costume party (there had
been & lesser one at the Chicon), and the Widneride with passengers

Denvention thither and returning via Chauvenet's famous Tgllwood Plantation was
an epic in itself., Contrary to Chicon decisions, tho, the Denven-

tion gave the Fourth World Convention to Los Angeles instead of an eastern city.

Few
fans now read all the prozines, tho Futurians edited meny of them, and nearly all
fans had stories accepted. Fan interests broadened as never before, discussing

such subjects as the supermen, poetry, heraldry, suicide, experiments
Wirite what in lithography and multi-color mimeoing, teleology, eroticism, gram-
you wish mar, women's hats, and semantics, often influenced by Campbell's

mogazines. In the FAPA developed & personalijed type of fanzine in
which the editor wrote nearly all the material, and talked about whatever interested
him. The leading group in this new age had never recognized itself as a group, tho
it often acted as one. It included thc Columbia Camp, the Washington wWorry-warts,
Warner, Chauvenet, Widner, and Evans - those fans who represented the farthest ad-
vance of the tendencies of the time. By 1941 they were in all the FAPA offices and
the key positions of the NFFF, and the Futurians were the only objectors.

In December

Pearl Harbor was bombed.

threefandomsisplentybutiffandomcontinucstoevplvewhatanigonnacallthelaterperiodswurra
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MAN SAGT

"See what i found in the Big Dixionary:!
"1. In A Brief History

R D Swisher chirps:

of the English Language: ,
i nE 34, Middle English of the Second Period (1250-1400).
Here the AngW-Saxon inflection is to 'a great extent discarded, but .... The prinm-
cipal monuments before 1350 are .... 5. The Ayenbite of Inwit (The Again-bite [i.e.,
Renorsg7 of Conscience), a trenslatien by Don Michel of Kent, preserved in an auto-
graph manuscript of 1340. Bt e
"Ditto. & 74 /I don't know what this quotation bears on,
so will omit it.7 ek g
: n3. e-yen'bite (a-y¥nibit), n. /ME., fr. eyen, ayein, again. See
AGAIN:BITE, n;7 Remorse; as, "Ayenbite of Inwyt," remorse of conscience - title of
a religious treatise (c. 1340) by Don Lor maybe it's Dan; you know Swisher's hand-
writing/ Michel of Kent. 0Obs. :
"4, In'wit' (In'wit'), n. Obs. a Conscience. b In-
tellect; understanding."
Bobbie also dusts off en old gag as follows:
: - "Suddsy says
he has your address at home, 80 i'm gonna:give this to him to put it on and mail.
If you don't get this, you can blame him. bob.
; . "PS Suddsy says he hasn't your ad-
dress—-art has it. So i'll give ito him %pd he'll give ito art and if you dont get
this you can blame him.or art." . Rer ‘

Some piteous passages from Doug Webster:
§ ToRss 3 "TPhe trouble with Elarcy's analogy was that
I'd seen it so often before. The oldest analogy in agnostic literature must be the
crutches one, and yet some people wrote to me eaying wasn't it a marvellous meta-
phor, and gee, shucks. I wept softly but feelingly. .
~ "... Premise II ('when a guy
gets raised to authority, something happens to him so that he loses hie common
gsense') may well have something in it. It mekes yer think, doesn't it. It begins
to make yer bitter, because it seems to be so true, but then yer thinks of the
vast complexities of ruling a country, and yer begins to feel sorry for the bas-
tards instead." Don't let that phony accent fool you; Doug is & Scot, and speaks
as good English as you'll find east of the Atlantic. ,
L4 gl ",.. Give my love to Joe fJoe
ig my radid7. How nicde it would be to have a radio in the neighbourhood again.
How nice it will be to come back:to civilization after the war. Go to hell, Web-
ster. You'll be weeping next.’ Love, Doug"

Our beloved Secretary: :
"Appreciation likewise for your comments on Efty. I think
SusPro and MOO are purty good, too. The minutes of the M. A. Society having been
read we shall now get on:"
Sorry I can't send you & sock in mush for that Moo, Norm,
but the prize went to the first guy only, who was Doc Lowndes.

Phil Bronson speeks true words: : ;
"Gotta dig into a pile of about thirty unanswered
letters, one of the horrors of fandom" .
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ITEMS FROM MY  SCRAPBOOKS '

The May 43 number of the Zenith Radiorgen carrics 8 lettor from ZRC's president,
condemning "the impractical type of crystal-gazing publicity and advertising on
television and most all post-war radio", and calling for a conservative approsach
to tho public. The front of the sheet. shows a cartoon burlesquing such drcems:
a room-high radio sot at $14.92 with 40% off for ceash. The radio-television sect
has & miniaturc robot service man with it, and such gadgets as & radionic cooker
for cooking, eggs laid by radio entertainers, beam-of-light records (500,000 capa+
city), spot ennouncer dimmer, short wave language. translator, and a "Raily News-
paper Dejector" out of which is oozing a @opy of the "Daily Mescimile" (how sub-
versive! ) headlining: "Rocket Trips to Mars".. : J

Two things I brot back from the Mi-
chiconference: Dummy of the Fanewscard 17a, And a Grin and Bear It that Tucker
got for me. Shows a man and his wife discovering small robot in & basket on thelr
doorstep. Read note: "It's simply algned: <..» A Scientist's wife".

: $ : GRS of Ty  Also ynused por-
tion of my round-trip ticket, between Toledo and Battle Creek. . . I have quite
a collection of unused ticket portions es well as identification stubs. -~ It is indeed
& scrap book. ! : g

quintillion eight hundred gseventy-five billion calories

REMARKS ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH MAILING -concluded: -Gee, no; Flmer's isn't the firet
printed FAPA magazine. Have you forgotten Phantagnapht 1 don't know whether therd
have been any printed megezines intended only for FAFA distribution, tho.  There
is some duplication in the ilidner .and thoe Chauvenct accounts of the Mecon ride, but
it's intcresting to compare thelr varying treatments and empheses, and notc the
discrepencies in minor deteil that even slane'let slip in. Gawd, Art, you've
turned out another heraldic abomination. :The.error this time 1s rather minotrt
Namely that you'vc quartered your arms, but, since you use. three: symbols, those

in sinister chief and dexter base aren't alike; as those in dexter chicf and sinister
bage correctly are. To work together three charges, .the only way I can think of

— is to usc a fess: Or you could just divide it per fess and put the

o bheard and bomb together in one or the other half,
A % 14, <+« ~.Fen-Tods. Thanks
\!I £j muchly for the explanation of the. curving bullet. e is substituted

< for old o in perallelepiped because it comes from.the Greek cpi-. And
1 see my error about parsecs; I thot. they wereg iots larger than that. Observant,
aren'tcha? But the Upharsin/Percs interchangeability is in the Bible %oo, I think.
Fereos is translated UThy kingdom is diviced and given to the Fersians and Medes!,
which makes me suspect that Upharsin is e combination of parts of the old Hebrew
words for Persians and Medes, and the translators have just translated thec unknown
tonguc into English. Mayhap we heard slitely different versions of Tomorrow's
Feul. The one I heard was aired around Christmas time, and ended with Paul's re-
turn to his farmhouse to discover the nativity scene cnacted in his stable; Land 1
had found the poace which I had sought so long.! = The unidentified inquisitor in
my Mopsy dialog was me, too. Gentlefen, I think Stanley has hit it. His descrip-
tion of the hypothetical fantasy sense rings true, and /d¢dems to explain observed
data as no other faculty (intelligence, idealien, etc) has done.  If there is a
fantasy sense, perhaps we can devise tests for it--maybe cven determine in advaence
vhether o jerk ie & potential faen. I think teriff protectionism is in disrepute
already, Norm; there are stronger forcos than that working egeinst federal union.
It may look snooty; but after 8ll, federation has been worked out elmost cntirely
by the Anglo-American type of democracy, 80 gaid A-A tod may be necessary for it.

; I

enjoyed Browsings and regret that I rmst end this review right now.,
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LAST STOP TO LIMBO

Here's a short pessasc that was intended for inclusion in Unattached Chaj ter to
S8ix Arainst the Past, but was overlooked when I sot around to writing it. There's
not rmuch to it: Onc of the fellows finde a paper on which I've written three
stanzay from Locksley Hell, in which the youn~z man recoils ‘from his "noble savage"
dreean, and speaks of herding with narrow forchcads, ktp. 4n I bringing some of the
masterpieces of our time hack to these peoplét WMo, I answer, 1 was remembering
that for ny own interest. The lines are quoted. "1t sounds like it ought to
apply, but. I don't see just how." ' "Neither do I," answers Speer. Nor me neither.

Thic was omitted from the current Full Length articles. I wrote it around Chi-
cazo, but don't know whother I ever mailed it, or if's0, frot whero. Anyway, the
orisinal has disappeared. | : o

‘ e, 28 Sep 43 :

Dear Mr Degler: : .

I have & Cosmic Mind. I also have red
hair and-green eyes, and ry boy friend said 1 was
very lovely before he quit me and joined the
arriyy. But he was color hlind and couldn't
aypreciate ny red hair and green eyes.

Most affectionately,

e Ernestine Sirms *
g ;123 Moin St

"Bookg are vr-r-r-riendg -~ Ouch!™’

FICTITIOUS BUT DEFINITELY

He doesn't mention it in his account of his travele, but Speer las Been using hyy-
notisn ‘on fané.hé's visitod. Not for any sinister purpose, howover; he mercly em-
rloys it to improve thelr memory-of cvents in fan history, to assist. in his hie-
torical work. ' Curiously, tho, visiteeg remember nothing of the experience .after-
wards. . : i ;
s were very rmch surprised by it, but saw documentary proof that can't be
raingaid. A E van Vogt is the pscudonym of Charles Mclutt. '
. . ; Confidential advices
gay Ackerman's non-attendance at the Michiconforence was due to a spell in the
ruardhouse., No.Good Conduct ribbon this year, to think up fantastic explanations
for! psiiy S3aw Tl 9 ! 1T

Cover: Grape Juice

/"‘u._:,o, %" CLoD DEGLER. .| THINK |-
. 0V MAY HAVE A Cossic. MawD. .
LU STAY, WITH Y oy 8. EEW DAYS s

AND TALK ABOUT T, : " §
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SPILLWAY

bibiendo

viviendo
Doc's post-Mailing pub hae come in, and comments are in order. I say, fellows; is-
n't it unethical for a post-mailing' magazine to.comment on material in‘the mailing
of which it's supposed to be part, as Elmer's and Doe's seem to have done this time?
Come, Doc, let's not be unnecessarily vile. You mesn e widow line rather than a
bastard line, don't you? Vive L'Emperor is amusing. Doc has here two sets of idecs
both of which seem to be bad, go he wants to call them both fascist, but they aseem
to be mutually exclusive, so he's in a dilemma. "Historically, the only clags which
can be induced by any means whatever to alter the state of the social system for the
better has been the working class." --why, Mister Lowndes! . Seriously, here's a
question that has occurred to me: Suppose it were possible by hily reliable tests
to pick out the intellectual upper claes--upper 256 say. .fould you think it well to
restrict the vote to them, or perhaps the privilege of holding important offices?
This installment of Buck Wollheim -Rides .Tonight carries more references to fan his-
tory than the first one did. I understand the allusion of Seven-Year Willie's name,
but not Mexican Meria's "Does it always happent" Bloody people, these Futurians.
But wait till the Comet phellows ride over: they'll clean up that Green Guna geng

or I miss my guess. ' -

"Do plan to stay as long &8 you con this time. feo wont g6t talkéd out but we can try."-Abl

Further, I find that I omitted comment on cryptografy in Yhos. There are plenty of
ciphers that I can't.break. For instance, this message: . Y nbxwoo ye.gbmj mo cyy
sfEs) izwx djfh qc hs igemx edg zngbww. Toiread that, you hafte know that it's
coded with van Vogt's The Beast which begins "Pendrake pagsed under the corner arch-
vay of the drugstore". Assign a numerical value to each letter according to ita
position in the alphabet (& is 1, z is 26), and do the same with the cryptogran,
Then subtract .The Beast from the cryptogram, borrowing 26 where necessery, and re-
translate the answers into letters. In effect, each letter ies encoded by a differ-
ent sydtem. Believe it or not, there are cryptanalysts who can break down this
cipher under the proper conditions, but I'm sure I couldn't. '

How many supers make a hyper?

Thomes X Dewsy: UThey paint a kind of Buck Rogers Utopie where we shall all live in
ul tra-modernistic houses, ride in futuristic carg, be surrounded with miraculcus new

gadgets and each of ug have a private helicopter in the backyard garage.l (Laughter)
The scum.

»

Yemous lagt mordg: "I'll answer at length ag soon as I have time."

fle sat in our cape and gowns, whispering uncomplimentary remerks about the trustees
and professors on the stage. The fellow next to me pointed to a name in the pro-
gram: "Ariel Aldace Anteo Mengarini, District of Columbia A.B. 1941, The George
Jashinston University", and said, %Isn't that the chess playertl
With the tassel on

the other side of my mortar board, I watched the MD's walk across stage as their
names were called. He was & big fellow with a Roman nose, private first class.

. Later
I buttenholed him. Yes, he knew Bussell Chauvenet. They met in Harvard.

IMy dear wife died last night to our great gurprise, especially mine.! -—- SSewall
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MY ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CARDS

It began in 1937, when I copied on my cards via hekto a quote I'd run across in de-
bate material: WThe Christmas greeting card of a keen crivic of our timas carrieg
this thought: 'The burdens of progress dre carried by a few creative spirits'! etc.
Or possibly that wes '36; if so, '37 carried a quote similar to those in Quotable
Quotes. 1938 saw the "§alud!" message on Michelism which aroused Wollheim's ire in
Le Vombiteur. I juat can't recall what 1939's message was. In 1940 it wes simply
USpeer is glad to have been acquainted with you during the past year, and hopes
that the agsociation will continue.ft" 1941°1 tried putting on.each person's card
& quotation frem him by which I particularly remembered him; some sounded rather
forced. And last year it was = brief paragraf on Christmas spirit -which: intended
to be analytical but probatly sounded rather maudlin. Thig year I'm likely to try
anything; haven't decided yet. "
" These messagés are hektoed on cards going to fans.

Most of wy cards come from Bétty Phillipe: i Bosten; &s the list grows, I have to
supplement that assortment With others. 4ll are different (some teke .the hekto very
poorly), and invaristiy I Pick the most patriotic and plous one to send to the Fu-
turians. It broke my heart last ‘year when it ‘bounced back’ withia bad address. Have
lots of trouble keeping track of ¥Wuturian House and remembering to gend cards te the
Bolos who aren't in the house at @ given tims. Lok X
g Other changes ef address bother me
too, usually requiring Bomeentries in the sent-rec'd book I keep. In this boek,
each year new names are added and some are dropped; and year by year the non-fan
minority has grown in Pproportion to the fens, Cards are sent to A1l my regular
correspondenty and others to whem I wish'tu affirm the gentiment expressced in 1940.
Except those inevitable few that I afterwards kick myself for forgetting.

s K Still don't
remember 1939's and my hekto fileg aren't available, but it was something that made
Ted Dikty call me "Old Pesgimigt:® '

UHere you love everybody on Earth but you don't love anybody on Mars or Venus"-TwnMg

Somewhere I have read, but where forget, that the community of meening smong. 80 many
wordg beginning in st-, suggests that there wag'an Indo-FBuropean root containing st
which meantsteadfaetness.or something hazily like it. Instanced are such words ag
stand, stop, steady, stint, stay, stick, stuff, stack, stutter, stem, stout, and
stock. Noticing a similar community of méaning in such words as squint, squirm,
squat, squeeze, squirt, squeamish, and squall, I find no indication in the diction-
ary that they have a common ancestry, but several are labeled provably imitative.
Undoubtedly thers is something in the skw- sotihd that suggests distertion and etrain.
Probably there ig something of common ancestry and algo of suggestive sound in many
of these word-groups. Some others, in which you may seek the common denominator,
are: swirl, swigh, sway, swap, swim, swat, swell, swemp, swarm; block, bluff, black,
tlade, blimp, blage, blot, blob, blush, blow, blam (I don't guarantee that all the
words given will fit into the group); splay, splinter, splutter, splagh; flow, fly,
flay, fluff, flash, flimgy, flower, flicker, flutter, fleck; twine, twirl, twist,
tweezers, tweak, twiddle, twinkle, twitch, twit; ‘spring, sprout, gpread, sprocket,
spray, sprint, gprain, sprawl; crush, crack, treak, cracle, crick, cram; sleep, slip,
slide, slay, sluff, slow, slap, slack, glam, elim, sled, slick, sloppy, slat, slo-
venly, sly, slash, slant: prlay, plan, plod, Plant, plungse, plashy; quell, gquash, quench.

I haven't attempted to chert Yetéop~conbinations within wordg

Corrections dep#r .Tho sditere did mot dedline ¢o say enything abomt that "Rejected
--Tomorrow" article on shorthand; I find that they said they hoped to use it in the

next issue. But the next issue was the first deluxe printed one, for which ofcourse
it wasn't suitable. : ' :
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main fentasy interest lies, @nd @ clasgification in pafentheses may indicate ano-
ther possible clpss. For example, Tearbook celldd The Stolen Dormouse & hiberna-
tion stary. Mow,.it's true that there was hibernation in the story, and it got

ite name from that, but, good honk, the chief interest was in the corporate state's
civilization; political, social , .6nd “economic 1life in the future.
: o T — _ Jan42, the first
large-sized issue, is the first oné that I have on hand. Jonder if I put the Decél
number into my.files uncommented upon. Ah, what a loss. In the Jan issue:
Mechanistria 12.8. The idea of mechanical lifc not being developed, this remeins
a frothy little thing, feirly 'agusing but not very stimilating. Fugitive from
Vangerd 10.11 (11,3). ‘This ig @ little hard to classify because there's 80 little
to the story. Certainly nothing for & human being to be interested in: The puzegle
posed - solution to the puzzle. The Long-Tailed Huns 00. This was good in the
introduction, with deCamp satirizing the space opera, and talking ebout the giant
syntex and the rare red-nosed allopeth, end ‘there were a few nuggets, like "Gothic
-foofaraw on the Woolworth Building" in the science-article part of it, but I don't
share deCamp's enthuslasm about biology. w

Febd2. There Shall Be Darkness 12.2. The
parallel to Roman Britain was & little too blind. For instance, where did these

barbarians come from, in the future opoch when presumably Terrestrial civilization
had cxpanded to the ‘limits of the navigable fniverse (i e the Solar § atem%? How-
ever. I liked the idealism of the story, end certainly lirs Kuttner' s/attEEERY de-
serves praise. Medusa 10.2 (11.3). The sugar-coated psychology made the story

worth something.

: , These first large-sized issues of Astounding ‘were so sorry that I
apparently skipped buying the Mar42 ish. Apr42 brings Beyond This Horigzon, which
1 ean class 12-U (10.2), or numerous other ways, and -which calls for a lot of dis-
cussion. Chiefly disagreement. The central thread of roasoning scems to be:
There mus{ bc & roason for overything.  If there's a life after death, that sup-
plies thc rcason. Reincarnation is life after doath, and so justifics the exis-
tenco of things. I disagrec with cvery point of that. why must there be a reason
for everything? Heinlein secems to have recalized the unnecessity of this at one
time, and then lost the roelization when he gaid, %Our modern thought hasn't an-
swered the question 'ihy?', it has simply ‘rofuged to deal with it.4 ihy should
you scck the answer to a question when' there's insufficient reason to believe that
an answer exists? The sgcond step in hig réasoning is the most absurd. dhen his
‘hero, I think if wag tho Horo, egrees that after-life would justify life, he is
being curiously b¥i". " Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven showed forcefully
that lots of after-lifcs have no more justification than earthly life, and I think
I demonstrated to the, fellow in' the shell-hole on my contents page some time back,
the infinito rogress into Which " ihy?t" always leads. “Certainly the washed-out ver-
eion of reincarnation that Heinlein scows to bo hinting at toward the end of the
story gives no satisfactory reason' for existence. laybe I should have put "story"
there in quotes. I ery aloud that ncither Heinlein nor anyone clse can get away
with so complectely disregarding the normal requirements of a story as Beyond This
 Horizon has done. Here certainly is one piece that was written like he claimed
“he wrote é}thie stuff - without preplotting. One rosult of his slipshod method is
to lead the rcader to expect something and then fail -to produce. The Survivors'
rovolt comes in the middle of the novel, and then fizzles out. A man from the
1920s is brot in, and you cxpect hin to play some real part in the plot. So does
Heinlein; but after using him once, quite out of character, to refutec the Noble



think.it

17

Primitive myth, he eventually edmits that/ggn make no great use of him, and lets
him fade out ignominiously. With all that and much more, however, I'm glad I read
Beyond This Horizon: it's worth all the Lensman stories put together. Aside from
such interesting concepts as the government which wouldn't defend itself against
revolution, there are many pages of excellent incident and description. Co-operate
--or Else 12.8. Beside BthH, van Vogt's "significance" story is rather pallid.
Good natheless. The Zagles Gather 14-7 (11.2) is incredibly amateurish. The

idea is worn thru, and thet last preachy speech of Duane's "And remember what I
said. Men will conquer the stars some day--after they have conquered themselves."
sounds like something out of Space Tales.’ I have already registered my protest

on that dressed-up mundane Strain 12.5-W. . If You're Smart-- 10.1 (12.5). I liked
this story, and I'm glad it ended triumphantly for the scientist and unfavorably
for the business manipulator. Monopoly 12.2. I didn't realige this was the
monthly spece opera until I'd read it. f v

May42. Asylum 10.22 (11.3). Personally,
I find it impossible to believe in this mysterious, tangible, "life" force that
ven Vogt uses time and again in his stories, but I'm willing 'to grant it for the
purpose of the story in his case, As: to Asylum, my chief objection is to another
‘characteristic of van Vogt, the ungueessable enlargement of scope that usually takes
place a little after the middle of the story. And, as another fault, there is the
end of this gtory, with the absorption of the Torrestrial's mind into the larger
‘one, and the final paragraf, "Oneneas!" This struggle is not the theme of the rest
"of the novel; it is introduced in the last, few pages. It seems highly unsatisfac-
tory to end that way. Foundation 12.8 (10.2-U). While I cannot accept the hig-
torical determinism that Isaac evidently believes in, and do not think it possible
for psychologists or anyone else to predict accurately how crises will come and be
regolved in the distant future, this and ifs sequel make an interesting story.
In In Times to Come, I notice Campbell using that old emotional tag, Schickelgrubver.
As I was telling the boys in LA, this is not Adolf Hitler's name. As. I remember
the exposition given by & GW student, Hitler's father was the illegitimate son of
& woman named Schickelgruber and & man nemed Hitler or Hlittler, or possibly vice
versa. Anyway, the elder got court permission to legally change his name to Hitler,
and Adolf was legitimately ‘born Adolf Hitler. (There is no truth, then, to the
rumer that Hitler's parents were so proud of him after Munich that they decided
to get married.) The Push of @ Finger 34. I thot the windup of this story was
rather clever, even if Bester did have to work awfully hard for his pie-eyed emu, °
and made FitzJohn step pretty far out of character to give the exact time and place
at which the push of a finger could change the course of events. The great fallacy
in the tale is the Prog machine. It ig not true that merely by getting a lot of
data you can accurately predict. You must have all the data. For short-range fore-
casts, gross data will serve proetty well, but going far into the future, there are
too many unchartable pushes of fingers faor you to predict accurately, certainly not
to tell the very words that people will speak.. Moreover, this machine runs into
the same regress that epplied to the Cosmic Pantograph, only more so: To predict
the future, it would have to predict what it iteélf would predict (and thus would
have to contain a duplicate of itself in minieature — which would have to contain a
smaller duplicate - etc ad infinitum) -- unless it were to ignore its own effect
on the course of events. But it didn't ignore its effect in the story, for if it
hadn't been for it, the hero and his future wife wouldn't have been together in
the park that nite, Finally, it wasn't necessary for them to be so flustered about
stopping the chain of events right there: it could be broken up anywhere along the
line, or by changing any of the universe-wide factors that must have entered into
the culminating situation ages later. Forever I Not So Long 32. Passable, for a
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three-pager. The Birth of & Superstition 00. Tom Slate praised this as an example
of the research method; I found it rather dull. I never thot the Greeks couldn't
see blue. 9% -

Before turning to the June Unknown Worlds, I'd like to g0 back a couple of
years to the But Without Horns Unknown that I didn't duy et the time. Having se-
cured & copy of the British edition from Forry the'J, I read the story on the bus
to Frisco. The clumsy avoidance of refsrence to states or cities by nazme, and the
absurd name of the fichinois River; made me think it was & Britigh alteration, but
at Honig's I found the original the -same way. What's the use-of thist As long as
the whole story's laid in the future, why not neme names? As to the story, it
strained my credulity at timwes, as g detective story would, but I thot the picture
of a supermun helievable, and the. end quite effective. BwH would be clagsed 10,22,
ofcourse. The Man from Nowhere 41.  (54.) was & deal of a stinker.

L, o8 S50 to Jun4l Unk, °
Solomon's Stone 46. (42.) is a decadent-fantasy, tho it has. some interesting stuff.
I am impressed with the thot of how poorly stocked the non-gcientifietionist's
imagination must be; aryone who can think of nothing better to be than a cavalier
is beyond my comprehension. I hope de Camp had his tongue in his cheek in writing.
those incredibly cheep attacks ‘on the Germsns, . Tomorrow 32. I was thinkiqg'BQbert
Arthur was Robert A Heinlein when I read this. (.It certainly sounds like Heinlein,
with his curious ideas of an unchangeable 'futurg.  The Ghost of Me 41.4 (31.), an
amising little piece. The Idol of the Flieg 41.2 I would call a dressed-up‘mundane.
Our interest here in sll in the clmacter and ‘mischief”of the awful little boy, which °
could have been presented without the fanta8y draggéd in toward the end. I liked -
the non-fantastic pert of it. Al Baddon's Lamp 41.6. I enjoyed this.more than
some fang seemed to, just @s a lite fantastic. It would have been legs: hackneyed
if the story hadn't ended with thé loss of the lamp,'but Bond somewhat  redeemed
that with the "I want you to fall on Adolf Hitler" thing. ..The Brooklyn aocent of
the djinn wus rather dragged in by the heels, but pepped up the dialog. Grab Pags
" Are Dangercus 41. I gusss I didn't appreciate the weird horror like I should have.
I enjoyed reading On Books of Megic and Prophecy 00.

— s e ) et st

) Jun42 Astounding. 3Bridle and

Saddls 12.8. Nicaly doune, lsazac. The solution to the situation looks obvious, but
I wasu't abie to guess it clearly shead of time. On Pain of Death 12.4. Passabdle.
I thot the author did an excellent job of starting in the middle of the action and
then filling iu the background without its becoming painfully apparent. My Name
Is Legion 10.1 (32.) Tairiy good idea; effective in giving you a feeling of the
horror of it at the end. But wasn't it very convenient that there was "gsomething"
about the process which impressed on all his reproductions the order Hitler gave
them not to speak unless spoken to¥ Time Dredge 31. This is going kinda far afield
to find & theme for anti-Germanism. Frankly, it smelled. Proof 12.3 underlines
an interesting fact. But is there sufficient variety in neutronic matter to produce
"mattor which has become self-conscious"? Post-far Duty 00. Typical Campbellian
faith in the system of rugged individualism, but his‘thesis this time may well be
right--that we are going to be expected to consyme a lot more after the war, Her-
itage 10.2 (34.) The adventures in the future are not especially interesting or
novel. Abernothy has some interestihg sociological ideas which he tosses into odd
corners of the story. I thot the slangy introduction to the narrative was inappro-
priats and undesirable. 3

More of these anon,
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